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Understanding Barriers to Timely Access

e Limited proximity to screening facilities due to redlining and transportation gaps
¢ Financial constraints, lack of insurance, and inability to take time off work

e | ow awareness of screening guidelines and treatment options

e Systemic delays between abnormal findings and specialists

Actions You Can Take: 1) Build relationships with community clinics to streamline referrals. 2) Advocate for mobile
screening units and flexible scheduling. 3) Screen for SDOH during intake to anticipate access challenges.

Addressing Structural Inequities and Bias

Implicit bias and structural inequities can shape clinical decisions, often unconsciously. Research shows that

providers may offer different information or options based on assumptions about a patient’s background or
perceived engagement.
Actions You CanTake:
¢ Normalize offering clinical trials and advanced therapies to all eligible patients
® Use plain language and shared decision-making tools to build trust
Encourage questions and explain the “why” behind recommendations SEIGE

Ensuring Equitable Adoption of Innovation

Precision medicine and targeted therapies are transforming care, but not all patients benefit equally. Innovations

often reach affluent, insured populations first, widening disparities. For example, robotic prostatectomy & genomic
testing are less frequently offered to Black patients. Dissemination must extend beyond academic centers.
Actions You Can Take:
e Stay current with biomarker testing guidelines and ensure timely ordering
* Partner with academic centers to refer patients for trials or second opinions
* Advocate for insurance coverage and policy changes that expand access Source

Overcoming Clinical Inertia and Outcome Expectancy

Clinical inertia(delays in adopting new practices) and outcome expectancy (assumptions about who will benefit)
can limit care quality. These patterns often persist even after new evidence emerges.

Actions You Can Take:
e Useimplementation science principles to test and refine equity-focused interventions
* |nclude patient advocates in trial design and care pathway development
* Openclinical trials across diverse care settings, including safety-net hospitals

Operationalizing Equity in Everyday Practice

Equity isn't just a goal, it's a practice. It's also not a one-time fix and requires iterative, patient-informed improvement.
Providers/health systems can embed equity into workflows through automation, education & navigation.

Actions You Can Take:
e Automate screening reminders and follow-up prompts in Electronic Health Records (EHR)
® Provide culturally tailored education materials through patient portals
* |nvestin patient navigators or community health workers to support longitudinal care
* Encourage your health system to standardize screening eligibility and follow-up scheduling Source
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